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Pastor’s Page Blessed Assurance!

Frances Jane Crosby entered this
world on March 24, 1820 near New
York City. She was born into hum-
ble circumstances and was raised in
the Christian Faith from the begin-
ning of her life. Her early upbring-
ing was Presbyterian. Later she
became known as Fanny. At six
weeks of age she developed a severe
cold and her family doctor was una-
ble to respond. Another man posing
as a Doctor responded to the family
call for help and treated her eye
inflammation with hot poultices.
The poultice ingredients coupled
with a high fever blinded Fanny in
both eyes and left her blind until her
death at the age of 95 on February
11, 1915.

Crosby lost her father before age
one. She grew up with three loving
siblings, her mother and grandmoth-
er. Fanny began to write poetry.
She attended the New York School
for the blind and would later teach
history and English at this same
school.

By the time she was 38 she had
fallen in love and had married a
faculty colleague named Alexander
Van Alstyne. Her reputation as a
song writer was growing as a result
of her energy. Her great confidence,
faith and energy came through her
hymn compositions. She was influ-
enced by the revivalist movement of
the 1850’s. She had already com-
posed over 8,000 hymns. She was
under contract to Bigelow and Main
Publishers to write at least three

hymns a week. She actually
averaged close to 45 hymns a
week. Her publisher asked her to
submit some hymns under pen
names so that the publisher ap-
peared to be publishing the
hymns of several authors. It is
estimated that Crosby had over
200 pen names over her life time.

Crosby once observed that she
felt her blindness aided her in her
writing. She was sure that if she
could see the many beautiful and
interesting things that surrounded
her life she would have been
distracted. She was a friend to
five U.S. Presidents. At the
same time she cared deeply for
the poor and the alcoholic.

Her best known hymn is one of
our favorites. “Blessed Assur-
ance, Jesus is Mine!” 1love
hearing us sing this hymn in our
worship. Phoebe Palmer Knapp
was a friend of Crosby. Knapp
married the founder of Metropol-
itan Life Insurance Company.
Knapp invited Crosby to her
home and played a tune that
Knapp had written entitled As-
surance. Knapp asked Crosby
what she thought the tune said.
Crosby replied; “Blessed Assur-
ance, Jesus is Mine!” Crosby
then wrote the familiar words
that we know to this hymn in just
a matter of minutes.

In 1910 Fanny’s husband died
and she moved to Bridgeport,
Connecticut to live with her

sisters. She never saw the face of
any of her loved ones. But she said
that when she died and went to
heaven she knew the first face she
would see would be that of her
savior.

May God bless you with such confi-
dence and energy of faith!

Peace,
Pastor Clise and Pastor Schaefer

Co-interim pastors

Upcoming Events

October 3—Blood Drive
Fellowship Hall
1-7pm




Men’s cOnﬁrmation wondEIflll
Brunch Wednesda
Returns! CIQSS Y

January 15 Introduction April 29  Reception Dinner Mark your calendars and join
your church family for fabulous
food and fellowship. Chef Neff
(Tom) and Marlene will be lead-
ing their band of volunteers in
preparing our dinners and Pas-
tors Schaefer and Clise will be
leading a 6 week study on the
book of Acts. There will also be
some fellowship and fun for
kids of all ages led by Bethany
and Becky—come join us and

‘fall’ back into church!

Our wonderful men'’s
association is plan-
ning their Sunday
morning brunches for
this year. Come join
your church family for
great food and fellow-
ship following worship
on:

May 6 Class presented to Con-
gregation—statements of faith shared
during worship

January 22 Apostles’ Creed
January 29 SpringHill-NO CLASS
February 5 The Sacraments
February 12 Worship Service This class will be taught by Pastor
Anne Schaefer. The class is open to
youth who are ready to proclaim the
faith they were raised with as their
own. Youth in grades 6-12 are typi-
cally candidates for confirmation.
Please see Pastor Schaefer to join
the class held on Sunday immediately
following the worship service.

February 19 Being a Presbyterian
February 22 Ash Wednesday

October 16 February 26 What Others Believe

November 13
December 11

March 4  Statement of Faith
March 11 Spiritual Gifts

January 15 Varch 18 Whos Jesus? =ttond the clase along with our Youth October
February 19 March 25 Jesus’ Last Week Director, Bethany Peerbolte
March 18 April 1 No Class -Spring Break 512,19&26
April TBA April 8 No Class- Easter
May 20 April 15 “How to Live as a Christian”

April 22 Finish Statement of Faith
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Advent by Candlelight 2011 Crop Walk

Monday, November 28th
And
Tuesday, November 29th

The CROP Hunger Walk is an interde-
nominational community wide event
held each fall for the purpose of rais-
ing funds to respond to international

the goal by signing up as a walker or
sponsor beginning Sunday, Septem-
ber 11th or call Dianna Speier at 248-
931-6672.

hunger and disaster relief, as well as
critical local hunger needs. Church
World Service is dedicated to provid-
ing “tools” to help people in crisis
around the world. On Sunday, October
9th at 2:00pm, we can put our faith
into action by walking in the CWS Hu-
ron Valley Crop Hunger Walk 2011.
25% of the funds raised will be given
to local emergency food providers.
Last year in very tough economic
times we raised just under $15,000
between our local churches and a few
clubs. That put just under $4,000
back into our area by way of our local
hunger relief agencies, Community
Sharing and the food kitchen of
Church of the Holy Spirit. This year
our community goal is $17,000. Mil-
ford Presbyterian Church has always
been a large supporter of this annual
CROP Hunger Walk. Please help meet

At 6:30pm

This is an evening for women to begin the spe-
cial season of Advent and the cooing of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

You are invited to this spiritually uplifting even-
ing of reflection on the gifts of joy, hope, love
and peace including fellowship and favorite
desserts. We have a seat for you.
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers

Please call the church office
if you wish to renew or add
someone to our Prayer List.
Suzi Haskew
Kim Seagraves
Pat Teal
Tammy Baker
Ruste Wilke
Christopher Cooper
Darlene Grantham
Aiden Braatz
Betty Wieczorkowski
Lee Fisher
Nick Gordon
Paula Turcotte
Diane Lawrence
Sheri Ruth
Julie Weber
Marie Webster
Elaine Robbins
Pam Nabozny
Don Hart

Stitch & Pray

Come together with other
stitchers to enjoy creating
with a fun group of ladies
of all ages. Don’t knit or
crochet? Don’t worry we
can get you started! We
have patterns and ideas
to stitch for those in need,
or bring a project you are
working on. There will be
yarn, needles and hooks
available to use. Join us

Financial Update

April—Aug 2011 Actual

Income

Expenses

Net Income

Ginny O’Brien
Chris Ziemba
Virginia Baker
Carole Sorenson
Alana Hoeft
Helena Kampwerth
William Ruth
Joe Macomber
Bonnie Johnson
Victoria Cluckey
Dorothy Anderson
Pat Jones
Cindy Rubis
Sheryl Hall
Macayla Whitlock
Diane Rancont

Janette Gabel
Barb Crockett
Jeff Kirk

Laurie Fundukian

on the 3rd Tuesday of

Wy
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April-Aug 2011 Budget

Service men of our congregation:

SSG John Adrian
Major Michael Bogacki
Lt. Col. J. Wade Foster
T/Sgt. Matthew Holtan

T/Sgt. M.A. McClenahan
Aaron Roose
AP2 Kevin Warford
Michael Keith Wilson, Seaman
Apprentice, US Navy
Jason Lewis Stevenson
Pvt. James Sharp, US Army

the month each month up-
stairs in the 3rd, 4th & 5th
grade classroom. We meet
upstairs in the 3rd, 4th & 5th
grade Sunday school room
6:30 to 8:00pm. Questions?
Contact Sandi Muirhead at
248-684-0245 or Becky King
at 248-685-7941.

Over/Under(-) Budget

$135,382.42 $141,292.30 -$5,909.88 (-4.2%)
$154,386.32 $141,292.30 $13, 094.02 (9.3%)
-$19,003.90 0.00 -$19,003.90

Dave Luoma, Treasurer
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Prayer Warriors
E - Mail Prayer Chain

After studying healing prayer for
a short time, our study group
decided we were being called to
continue our fellowship and
study, but weren’t quite sure
how. Prayer Warriors will be at
your disposal.

If you are interested in joining our
prayer chain or have prayer con-
cerns email: shrlymb@aol.com

Judy Cooper, reporter

Baptisms

October 9 Sadie Rose
Weber, Daughter of
Roland and Julie We-
ber, little sister of Clay-
ton, granddaughter of
Bob & Sandy Trombley



Thank You

Thank you, everyone for your
prayers, your cards, calls and
good wishes. Our prayers were
answered and the large mass
was removed successfully from
my chest — and it was NOT ma-
lignant! | hope to be back soon.

Diane Rancont

*khkkhkkkkk*k

To our Milford Presbyterian
Church family and friends;

The family of Virginia R. Trosen
would like to express our deep-
est gratitude and appreciation
for all of the love, kindness and
thoughtful gestures that have
been bestowed upon us during
this time of bereavement.

May God bless all of you.
The Linn & Muirhead Families

Office Hours

Church Office Hours
Tuesday 10-2
Wednesday 10-2
Thursday 10-2
Friday 10-2

Kent Clise, Interim Co-Pastor

Anne Schaefer, Interim Co-Pastor

Meals on Wheels

Wanted/Needed—
Drivers to deliver
“Meals on Wheels” to
shut-ins. It would en-
tail approximately 2
hours, once every 5
weeks. Please consid-
er giving of your time
to help those who are
shut-in and in need of
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Your contributions can be
fulfilled on a monthly basis
automatically. MPC
accepts debit, credit cards
or bank transfer. They are
processed during the last
week of each month.
Authorizations are available

a hot meal once a day.
If you are interested
please contact Anne
Grissim at 248-685-
0658 or Neoma Harris
at 248-977-5572

Deacon News

Members away at College

We want to provide communications
and support to our young members
who are away at school. Becky and
Bethany have a core list of names, but
we are in need of addresses. Please
provide either email addresses and/or
physical addresses so that we can be
in communication. The best way to
provide these is to put the information
in the Deacon Care Box or call the
church office.

Worship services are televised on Com-

cast cable Saturday and Sundays

Email contacts:
kingb@milfordpc.org
mbabineau@milfordpc.org
bpeerbolte@milfordpc.org
kandpclise@sbcglobal.net

akemgreenlake@aol.com

Deacon Care Box

As a reminder the Deacon Care Box is a
Church Replica designed by our very
own Mary McFarland. It is located on
the table in front of the doors to the
Promise Land. We welcome all oppor-
tunities to support our congregation.
Please use one of the provided forms
to let us know of someone who is ill,
having a baby, is deployed, getting
married or for any other reason should
receive a card, call or visit from the
deacons.

In the church office.

LS

Chancel
Flower
Program

Forms are available on

the website
www.Milfordpc.org
under ‘Services We
Provide’, or in the
church office.

Cards
Cards were sent this month
from Deacon Terry Foster to :

Murray Burley

Mary & Gerald McFarland
Family of Jan Schroeder
Family of Joyce Huey
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Music Notes

It's hard to believe that summer is officially
over. | hope that the season of sun and
warmth brought you special moments with
family and friends.

On a different note, nearly all our choirs are
up and running. There are many familiar

faces and several new ones. Come give us a

try! It's still not too late to join.
Music Schedule

May you be blessed by the following music
offerings during the month of October:

2—Chancel Choir

9—Chancel Choir and Special Music (Kathy
Wilson)

16—Chancel and Bell Choirs
23—Chancel and Children’s Choirs

30—Chancel Choir and the Youth
(Instrumental Group)

Cantata

We're also excited about the additional op-
portunity to sing His praises as we prepare
our annual Christmas cantata. Remember—
you do not have to be a choir member to
participate. The only prerequisites are:
1—You enjoy singing
2—you are able to “carry a tune”
3—you want to learn more about
music, and
4—you want to serve God and the
church in this special way.
We look forward to having you join us in this
Christmas gift to the community.
Sign-up sheets and rehearsal schedules are
available in the choir room or see Margaret.

For those not participating, we trust that you
will mark your calendar to attend one of our
two performances: Saturday, December 10
at 7:00 pm and Sunday, December 11 at 5
pm.

Concert opportunities

Enjoy great organ music? Invite a friend and

enjoy the following:
David Briggs
Sunday, October 2
3:00 pm
Kirk in the Hills
Sanctuary

Featured in the performance will be several

major organ works by Bach, Franck and
Widor and will conclude with improvisations
on tunes suggested by the audience. For
more info, contact the Kirk Music Office:
(248) 626-2515, ext. 108

and/or
Diane Bish, First Lady of the Organ
Sunday, October 16
3:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham

For more info, call (248) 644-2040, ext.
137. Two wonderful opportunities to hear
world renowned musicians! Go and enjoy.

October Birthdays

Chancel Choir
2—Mark Sacher
20—Rick Moore—organist
25—Billie McLeod
31—Don Hart
We treasure your participation with us and
pray that God’s richest blessings be upon
you as you celebrate your special day.

MILFORD MESSENGER

flrg

I

3
¥

| 4

¥



PAGE 6

Another Way

Pregnancy
Center needs:

Diapers
Wipes
New Cribs
Crib Sheets new or
gently used
High Chairs
New & used
Strollers/travel sys-
tems

Nursing Supplies:

Boppies, Milk storage

bags, new breast
pumps
Pac-N-Play portable
cribs
Swings
Immediate need:

Diapers size 3,4, &5

Kids News

Regular Sunday School classes
resumed on Sunday, September
11th. Do you have what is takes
to teach Sunday School?. . Can
you?. ..

*Be prepared

*Be calm & flexible
*Be creative

*Be ready to build relationships
*Have Jesus as your main goal at
all times, to help others grow
closer to Him

Look for our volunteer teacher
sign up in Fellowship Hall and join
our team! We use an award-
winning curriculum, “Hands-on
Bible curriculum” from Group
Publishing. This material is writ-
ten for non-teachers and is very
user friendly. Please pray about
giving one Sunday a month to our
great kids!

Thanks to our fabulous volun-
teers serving this fall in Sunday
School:

Preschool/Kindergarten

Updated 9/11

Youth News

Mckaila Sansocie
Sandi Muirhead
Mark & Carolyn Gatesman

Carrie Rustad
Fiona Connolly

1st & 2nd Grade
Barb Klein

Kristen McKay

Joy Jankowski

Seth & Lori Sansocie
Kristin May

3rd, 4th & 5th Grade
Michelle Carrannanto

Maureen Townson
Linda Luoma
Andrea Johnesee

Nursery Staff
Julia King
Fiona Connolly
Seth Sansocie
Jack Bartoluzzi

Becky King, Reporter

MILFORD MESSENGER

Chrisitan Ed Committee

If you would like to take part
in this exciting church minis-
try, planning for the educa-
tional needs for the children,
youth and adults of the
church please join us on the
third Sunday of the month.

Kristen Denniston, Elder
Kathleen Jackson, Elder
Bethany Peerbolte, Youth
Director

Becky King, Director of Chris-
tian Education

Anne Schaefer, Pastor

7N

Youth OMG!—On a Mission for God! Make the commitment as a family

Youth Group meets Sunday during
the church service. We are going
through the church year and work-
ing on our Bible literacy. Sunday

evenings we meet from 7 -8pm, and

or on your own to read the Bible
for 5 minutes a day for 21 days.
You will be amazed how easily
you can find 5 minutes in your
schedule and how quickly 5
minutes go by. Sign -up with

are currently | ook Bethany and receive daily emails
story of creation. on what chapters to read.
Crop Walk October 9th2 -8 pm Lock In October 21st

We will be helping by serving cook-

ies and water to walkers as they
pass the church. Afterwards we
will be counting the money we
raised from the U of M vs. MSU
penny war. Pizza and pop will be

provided before we go into our nor-

mal evening meeting.

October 9th -30th 5/21

The lock -in is being held at Joe
Dumar’'s Field
$22 due October 9th. The facility
has laser tag, climbing walls,
mini golf, and a lot more!!! Bring
your friends.

Youth Sunday October 30th
We are taking over the service
again. Sign -up for jobs in the

Hou

youth room.

Wonderful Wednesdays
This year during Wonderful
Wednesdays the youth group is

looking at a few people from the Old
They
think they are. Adam and Eve were

Testament .

a pretty clueless couple, Samson
was hug prima donna, and Moses

was a frustrated leader. Very often

their weaknesses are things we

struggle with as well. Despite their

flaws God still chose them to do
amazing things.

Bet hany' s
Cell # 248 -895-3993
bpeerbolte@milfordpc.org

contact

aren

t

info:

w |
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Community Happenings

Presbyterian Men’s Communion Advent Breakfast
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church
27475 Five Mile Road
Livonia, Ml 48154

Saturday, December 10, 2011

7:30am Registration

8:00 Communion Celebration

8:30 Breakfast and Fellowship

9:15 Greetings: Harold Ellis, Chair, Presbytery’s Mis-

sion Interpretation

Presbyterian Villages: Roger L. Myers, President
& CEO, Presbyterian Villages of Michigan

Keynote Speaker: Lloyd Carr, retired head coach,

University of Michigan Football Team

Tickets $12. Advanced reservations only by Dec. 5, 2011
Mail participant names and checks to Sandy Jefferson,
office manager, Presbytery of Detroit, 17575 Hubbell, De-

Soup Kitchen News

Thanks to many people our “Everyone Eats” program continues
to be successful. On the first Wednesday of the month we go
down to the Ecumenical Theological Seminary to prepare and
serve lunch to those who are less fortunate than we are. On
Wednesday, August 3rd seven of us (Dick Nagelkirk, Sally Cline,
Marie Webster, Judy Vincent, John Ginther, Pat Born and Mary
McFarland) went down to the Ecumenical Theological Seminary
on Woodward Avenue where we prepared and served about 115
clients lunch. Our menu was hot dogs, potato salad, beans,
grapes and cookies. Thank you to all who make this possible
with your generous donations to the soup kitchen fund. Please
feel free to join us on the first Wednesday of the month. We
meet at church at 8:15am and car pool to ETS.

There is also an opportunity to provide cookies for our clients If
you would like to bake 50-100 cookies on any month please
contact Mary McFarland for further in formation. 248-684-2149
Home or 248-520-7186 Cell

New Member Classes

Interested in joining our fellowship? Attend the new
member class on Sunday, November 13th from
11:30am-1:00pm have lunch and learn about what
it means to be a member of the body of Christ at Mil-
ford Presbyterian. New members will be recognized
during worship on Sunday, November 20, 2011.
Join us!

MILFORD MESSENGER

Facilities/Finance News

Update on building repair projects:

*Session had approved a partial repainting of the sanctuary.
The North and South sides will be redone, including the walls,
ceiling and stenciling. This will be done during one week in
October.

*The first set of entrance doors are finished and reinstalled.
The second set has been repaired and are now at the finish-
ers for staining and sealing. The glass should be ready to
reinstall by Friday, Sept. 30th. At the same time as the se-
cond set of doors is reinstalled the door jams and the two
center front doors will be stained and resealed. The door
repairs are being done by Blue Water, Inc. (wood), Milford
Glass (glass), and Advantage Painting (staining and sealing).

*Mark Sacher is continuing the installation of the required
new emergency lighting and exit signs. This project will be
ongoing into the fall.

*In the kitchen the sink drainage pipes have been replaced
as well as the broken and missing tiles on the floor.

Below is a reprint of the definition of active membership from
last month’s newsletter. In it we reported about the financial
impact to our church of inaccurate membership rolls. This is
the reason that the Pastor’s have been stressing, at the be-
ginning of worship, the importance of filling in the attendance
friendship pads.

*Active membership defined: attends worship at least four
times per year.

*Moved to inactive & letter sent if any of these occur:

1. Move out of state

2. Do not meet active definition

3. Information received that member attends another church

*Moved to inactive and no letter sent:

1. By request of member

2. No good address on file (although a good faith attempt

must be made to find member)

*Exceptions:

1. Paying per capita or other financial contributions

2. College student; member of the military for an initial
enlistment and involuntary extension.

3. Under age 18 living with parent

4. Away on mission work for a period of 5 years.
5. Shut-ins and nursing home residents
Approved and adopted by session 11/8/2010

Dick Taylor, Reporter




Milford Presbyterian Church

238 N. Main Street
Milford MI 48381956

Phone: 248.684.2805
Bmail:kingb@milfordpc.org
Website: www.Milfordpc.org

Blood Drive
October 3

Attention Congregation

Bethany is looking for names
of members who have a hard
time raking their leaves in the
fall. If you know someone or
would like the youth to come
by your house on November
5th please email the info to

bpeerbolte@milfordpc.org

Self Study Committee
Dean Burklund, Chair
deanburklund@gmail.com
248-755-4221
Sandy Trombley, Clerk
stromb99@aol.com
248-887-2878
Jon McLeod
billieimcleod@aol.com
248887-5828
Karen Nave
karenlnave@gmail.com
248-895-2620
Mark Gatesman
mgatesman@vzw.blackberry.net
517-231-7003
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Time Value

Milford Presbyterian Church exists to continue
the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ by
recruiting  disciples for the kingdom of God,
renewing disciples in their faith commitment and

reaching out in love and compassion.

Momentum Builds for
Self Study Team

“Self Study” is our next step in the search
for a new permanent Pastor. The goal of
the Self Study is to produce a written pro-
file of the Milford Presbyterian Church that
will be published for use in introducing
prospective candidates to our mission,
ministries and future plans. The team to
direct this process has been selected and
was introduced to the congregation by
Pastor Kent Clise at the September 18th
service.

Every member of our congregation has a
stake in this process. Through a formal
written questionnaire, informal small
group discussions and individual conver-
sations and interviews, we will seek to
engage as many in the congregation as
possible to gather data, and opinion that is
thorough, honest and true. We welcome
and encourage your input, and invite you
to take advantage of any or all of the fol-
lowing opportunities:

*Complete a congregational survey via

paper or online._Deadline 10/31
*Respond to both the survey and the
small group reflections by attending a
Small Group session.

Oct 12 6:45pm
Wonderful Wednesdays
Oct 16 11:15am

After Worship

Oct. 23 8:30am
Before Worship
Oct 27 7:00pm
In the chapel
Each session is approx. 90 min.

*”Like” us on Facebook and join in the
online discussions.
Facebook.com/MPCSelfStudy

*Follow our progress online at the church
website: milfordpc.org

*Regular updates in this Newsletter and
announcements on Sunday Mornings.
*Share your thoughts and feedback with
us at:

MPCselfstudy@gmail.com

* You can leave a note (ATTN:SELF
STUDY) at the church office.

*Or, for the more traditional. . . Just
speak to one of us!!

As we move through this process, we
encourage you to contact a member of
the committee to share your thoughts.
Thank you for placing your trust in us as
a self-study committee. We are yours in
fellowship and in faith.

The Self Study Committee



