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 Anyone who intends to come with 

Me has to let me lead.   

You’re not in the driver’s seat-I am. 

Do not run from suffering; embrace 

it.  Follow me and I’ll show 

You how.  Self-help is no help at all. 

Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, 

To finding your self, your true self. 

What good is it to get everything you 

want and lose you, the real you? 

Jesus, Luke 9:23-24, The Message 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

In reflecting upon this passage above 

it gives one a chance to think about 

what it means to be the Milford 

Presbyterian Church and what it 

means to be the “real you”.  There is 

a sense of wonder and awe that 

comes from serving you and sup-

porting you as you discover your 

sense of identity during this interim 

period.  This phase of the Interim 

time is when you begin to prepare 

the Self-Study report. 

The session has chosen five mem-

bers of the congregation to serve on 

the Self Study Committee and spear-

head this process.  This Committee 

will be using various tools to discov-

er what you, the congregation, want 

in the next installed Pastor.  There 

will be several avenues of discovery, 

to ensure that all are heard.  Each 

one of you is significant to the 

whole.  Each attitude counts.  Your 

faithfulness counts.  The way 

your work together counts.  All 

these things work collectively to 

create the “real you”.  Once the 

Committee has met with the 

Presbytery and their names have 

been announced to the congrega-

tion, they will be on their way. 

The leadership of Milford is also 

dedicated and growing stronger.  

It is always satisfying to know 

that the Church is in good hands 

with it’s Elders and Deacons.  

We would encourage others of 

you to get involved in the places 

that interest you.  An active 

church is a sign of God’s pres-

ence.  In the eight weeks we have 

served as your Co-Interim Pas-

tors we have talked frequently in 

many venues about enhancing 

the strong and faithful presence 

of Christ in this place among the 

leaders and congregation. 

There are many things to be 

thankful for at the Milford Pres-

byterian Church.  The spirit of  

Christ is clearly present.  As you 

reflect upon your blessings I 

encourage you to also spend time 

reflecting upon your own sense 

of mission and stewardship.  We 

are all called to be good stewards 

of the gifts we have received.  

We are called to care for our 

families, our homes and our 

church.  We are also called to 

care for those less fortunate than 

we are.  This is at the core of 

who a church is.  It is our time to 
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begin to contemplate what it means 

at Milford to be the “real you”.  

Please take time to focus and medi-

tate upon your own calling as a 

Christian and what is important to 

you in the ministry of this church as 

we begin this very important pro-

cess.  And be thankful! 

Peace, 

Pastor Clise and Pastor Schaefer 

Upcoming Events 

 

September 11-

Homecoming Sunday, Na-

tional Day of Service, Sun-

day School Begins 

 

September 18– Car Show, 

Historic Home Tour & MPW 

Pie Sale 
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Monday, November 28th 

And 

Tuesday, November 29th 

At 6:30pm 

This is an evening for women to begin the spe-

cial season of Advent and the cooing of our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

You are invited to this spiritually uplifting even-

ing of reflection on the gifts of joy, hope, love 

and peace including fellowship and favorite 

desserts.  We have a seat for you. 

If you have thought about being a hostess, but 

have hesitated because of having to bring all 

your dishes and silverware to the church. . . 

The church has lovely new white, goes with 

everything, dishes and new silverware that is 

available for your use. 

To sign up to be a hostess, or to reserve a 

seat, call Mary McFarland at 248-684-2149 or 

email her at:  

maryhelenmac@aol.com.  Please put ―Advent‖ 

as the subject line. 

The CROP Hunger Walk is an interde-

nominational community wide event 

held each fall for the purpose of rais-

ing funds to respond to international 

hunger and disaster relief, as well as 

critical local hunger needs.  Church 

World Service is dedicated to provid-

ing ―tools‖ to help people in crisis 

around the world.  On Sunday, October 

9th at 2:00pm, we can put our faith 

into action by walking in the CWS Hu-

ron Valley Crop Hunger Walk 2011.  

25% of the funds raised will be given 

to local emergency food providers.  

Last year in very tough economic 

times we raised just under $15,000 

between our local churches and a few 

clubs.  That put just under $4,000 

back into our area by way of our local 

hunger relief agencies, Community 

Sharing and the food kitchen of 

Church of the Holy Spirit.  This year 

our community goal is $17,000.  Mil-

ford Presbyterian Church has always 

been a large supporter of this annual 

CROP Hunger Walk.  Please help meet 

the goal by signing up as a walker or 

sponsor beginning Sunday, Septem-

ber 11th or call Dianna Speier at 248-

931-6672. 

Advent by Candlelight 2011   Crop Walk 

The healing service is for a 

special gathering of 3 or 

more gathered in HIS name 

to pray and to ―Let Go and 

Let God help in whatever 

concern we have as chil-

dren of God. . . Be it emo-

tional, stress related, bur-

den relief and so on.  Sick-

ness comes in all forms 

and in today‘s economy.  

Relief and the uplifting of 

spirit is what we try to pro-

vide.  If anointing of healing 

oils and the sign of the 

cross on the forehead is 

wanted, we will provide, 

leaving this parishioner with 

the touch and smell of an-

cient practices using the 

very essences of oils that 

were used in ancient times 

just for healing.  If they do 

not want to be anointed, 

and just pray with us then 

that is all that is needed to 

do.  We end each service by 

holding hands and saying 

the Lord‘s Prayer together 

before we leave.  Hoping 

that this little bit of sacred-

ness goes home with every-

one in peace. 

 

Rita Bennett 

Heath Ministries Cabinet 

 

Healing 

Service 

Wonderful 

Wednesday 
Men‘s 

Brunch 

Returns! 

Our wonderful men‘s 

association is plan-

ning their Sunday 

morning brunches for 

this year.  Come join 

your church family for 

great food and fellow-

ship following worship 

on: 

September 11 

October 16 

November 13 

December 11 

January 15 

February 19 

March 18 

April TBA 

May 20 

Mark your calendars and join 

your church family for fabulous 

food and fellowship.  Chef Neff 

(Tom) and Marlene will be lead-

ing their band of volunteers in 

preparing our dinners and Pas-

tors Schaefer and Clise will be 

leading a 6 week study on the 

book of Acts. There will also be 

some fellowship and fun for 

kids of all ages—come join us 

and ‗fall‘ back into church! 

September 

21&28 

 

October 

5, 12, 19 & 26 



 

on the 3rd Tuesday of 

the month each month. 

Come together with other 

stitchers to enjoy creating 

with a fun group of ladies 

of all ages.  Don‘t knit or 

crochet?  Don‘t worry we 

can get you started!  We 

have patterns and ideas 

to stitch for those in need, 

or bring a project you are 

working on.  There will be 

yarn, needles and hooks 

available to use.  Join us 

We will meet in the Westmin-

ster room at church from 6:30 

to 8:00pm.   Questions? Con-

tact Sandi Muirhead at 248-

684-0245 or Becky King at 

248-685-7941.  We will begin 

again in September and  con-

tinue through May. 
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Stitch & Pray       

Please call the church office 

if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

Suzi Haskew  

Kim Seagraves 

Pat Teal 

Tammy Baker 

Ruste Wilke  

Christopher Cooper 

Darlene Grantham 

Aiden Braatz 

Betty Wieczorkowski 

Lee Fisher 

Nick Gordon 

John Murphy 

Paula Turcotte 

Diane Lawrence 

Sheri Ruth 

Julie Weber 

Marie Webster 

Elaine Robbins 

Pam Nabozny 

Prayer WarriorsPrayer Warriors  
E – Mail Prayer Chain 

After studying healing prayer for 

a short time, our study group 

decided we were being called to 

continue our fellowship and 

study, but weren‘t quite sure 

how.  Prayer Warriors will be at 

your disposal. 

If you are interested in joining our 

prayer chain or have prayer con-

cerns email: shrlymb@aol.com 

Judy Cooper, reporter 

Don Hart 

Ginny O‘Brien 

Chris Ziemba 

Virginia Baker 

Carole Sorenson 

Alana Hoeft 

Helena Kampwerth 

William Ruth 

Joe Macomber 

Bonnie Johnson 

Victoria Cluckey 

Dorothy Anderson 

John McNeil 

Pat Jones 

Jan Katz 

Cindy Rubis 

Sheryl Hall 

Steve Thompson 

Jack Baker 

Macayla Whitlock 

Diane Rancont 

Janette Gabel 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Financial Update 
 April—July 2011 Actual April-July 2011 Budget Over/Under(-) Budget 

Income $115,376.27 $113,033.81 $2,342.46 (2.1%)   

Expenses $127,634.98 $113,033.81 $14,601.17 (12.9%) 

Net Income -$12,258.71 0.00 -$12,258.71 

Dave Luoma, Treasurer 

Cleaning for a 

Reason 
If you know any woman cur-

rently undergoing Chemo, 

please pass the work to her 

that there is a cleaning ser-

vice that provides FREE 

housecleaning once a month 

for 4 months while she is in 

treatment.  Sign up at: 

www.cleaningforareason.org 

All she has to do is have her 

doctor fax a note confirming 

the treatment. Cleaning for a 

reason will have a participat-

ing maid service in her zip 

code area arrange for the 

service.  This organization 

serves the entire USA and 

currently has 547 partners. 

Be a blessing to someone 

and pass this information 

along. 

Margaret Davey, reporter 

Kelly Carey 

Barb Crockett 

 

 

 

 

Service men of our congregation: 

SSG John Adrian 

Major Michael Bogacki 

Lt. Col. J. Wade Foster 

T/Sgt. Matthew Holtan 

T/Sgt. M.A. McClenahan 

Aaron Roose 

AP2 Kevin Warford 

Michael Keith Wilson, Seaman 

Apprentice, US Navy 

Jason Lewis Stevenson 

Pvt. James Sharp, US Army 

 



 

To our Milford Presbyterian 

church Family, 

Thank you for all of your sup-

port, prayers and encourage-

ment during the past few 

months.  We are especially 

grateful for your presence and 

comfort during our time of grief 

and at the funeral service.  Deb-

bie is now home with her God in 

peace and we will always be 

thankful for those who upheld 

her in illness and sustain us in 

sorrow. 

The family of the Rev. Debbie 

Kerr 
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Thank You 

Office Hours      Deacon News     

Church Office Hours  

Tuesday 10-2 

Wednesday 10-2  

Thursday 10-2  

Friday 10-2 

Kent Clise, Interim Co-Pastor 

Anne Schaefer, Interim Co-Pastor 

Worship services are televised on Com-

cast cable Saturday and Sundays 

Email contacts: 

kingb@milfordpc.org 

mbabineau@milfordpc.org 

bpeerbolte@milfordpc.org 

kandpclise@sbcglobal.net 

akemgreenlake@aol.com 

 

New Deacons 

We are very excited to announce that 

both Tige Reader and July Kleeves will 

be officially joining the Deacon Team.  

Both Tige and Judy have previously 

served as Elders of the church and we 

are thrilled to have them serve as Dea-

con. 

Homebound Church Members 

We have a core group of members who 

are part of our homebound support 

ministry.  We want to ensure we are 

aware and can provide the appropriate 

support to all of our church homebound 

community.  If you know of someone 

who would benefit from Deacon out-

reach, please let us know.  The best 

way to let us know is by submitting the 

information to the Deacon Care Box or 

if needed, calling the church office. 

Deacon Care Box 

The box is located on the table next to 

the entrance to the Promise Land.  

Please use one of the provided forms 

to let us know of someone who is ill, 

having a baby, is deployed, getting married or 

for any other reason should receive a card, 

call or visit from the deacons.   

Cards 

Cards were sent this month from Deacon Terry 

Foster to : 

Ann Martin The Family of Deb Kerr 

Mary Hoffman Alice VanLeuven Bilyeu 

Doris Flynn Kelly Carey 

Glen Julian Susan Linn 

Grace Ramsby Sandi Muirhead 

Pat Teal 

Suzi Haskew 

Mary Lou Gharrity 

Mary & Murray Burley 

Rev. Debra Kerr 

Juleen Sparks 

Bethany Peerbolte 

Joyce Huey 

Diane Rancont 

Sandy Muck 

Visa Mastercard 

Discover Card 

Electronic Funds 

Transfer (EFT) 

Your contributions can be 

fulfilled on a monthly basis 

automatically.  MPC 

accepts debit, credit cards 

or bank transfer.  They are 

processed during the last 

week of each month.  

Authorizations are available  

In the church office.  

Chancel Chancel Chancel 
Flower Flower Flower 
ProgramProgramProgram   

Forms are available on Forms are available on 

the website the website 

www.Milfordpc.orgwww.Milfordpc.org  

under ‘Services We under ‘Services We 

Provide’, or in the Provide’, or in the 

church office.church office.  

Wanted/Needed—

Drivers to deliver 

―Meals on Wheels‖ to 

shut-ins.  It would en-

tail approximately 2 

hours, once every 5 

weeks.  Please consid-

er giving of your time 

to help those who are 

shut-in and in need of 

a hot meal once a day.  

If you are interested 

please contact Anne 

Grissim at 248-685-

0658 or Neoma Harris 

at 248-977-5572 

Meals on Wheels 
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Music Notes   

Special thanks to those who provided spe-

cial music during the summer: 

Lori Verbrugge 

Sax Alive 

Rick Moore 

Kathy Wilson 

Dianna Speier 

Alexandra Renny 

Gary Maki 

Alison Aquilina 

Taylor Squires 

The sharing of your time and God given 

talent is much appreciated. 

Enjoy great music with world class musi-

cians?  Then you will want to bring a friend 

and join us for the following: 

First Annual Farewell Concert 

Sunday, September 25 

3:00 pm 

Milford Presbyterian 

Sanctuary 

This program will feature favorite classics 

played by Larry Teal and Sax Alive. 

Mark your calendar now for an enjoy able 

afternoon with family and friends! 

     

 

 Fall Choir(s) Schedule 

Chancel Choir 

Choir members both old and new are wel-

come to join us in fellowship hall at 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, August 31 for pizza, pop and 

salad.  RSVP to Irene Taylor at 

248.889.5802 by Monday, August 29 for 

the dinner.  Rehearsal will start at 7:30 pm 

with Margaret Babineau in the sanctuary. 

Cherub Choir 

Cherub choir (open to children ages 3-5) will 

begin Sunday, October 2 at 9:30 in the  

Promise Land with Kelly Feather. 

Children‘s Choir 

Children‘s choir (open to kids in grades 1-6) 

will meet in the choir room Sunday, Septem-

ber 18 at 9:20 am with Kim Ewald.  Each 

child will be given a folder containing a prac-

tice/performance schedule, music and a 

practice CD to use at home. 

Hand Bell Choir 

Hand bell choir rehearsals begin Wednes-

day, September 7 at 6:30 pm with Marilyn 

Burklund in the sanctuary balcony. 

Teen-Tone Chimes 

This new musical group will be open to stu-

dents in grades 6-12 under the direction of 

Kim Ewald.   

Registration forms for all choirs can be 

downloaded from the church‘s website 

and/or are available from the individual 

directors. 

The next musical offerings target individuals 

who cannot make a longtime commitment 

but would like to have the opportunity to 

share their God given talents and they are: 

Special Music 

This could be vocal or instrumental.  There is 

a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the 

choir room with all available dates.   

Cantata 

Mark your calendar Saturday, December 10 

at 7:00 pm and Sunday, December 11 at 5 

pm.  We always welcome extra singers to 

participate in this music gift to our communi-

ty.  Rehearsal schedules and a sign up sheet 

will be available in the choir room in mid 

September. 

MIL FO R D  MESSEN GER  
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Youth OMG!—On a Mission for God!  
 
Youth Kick -Off event after church 
Sunday September 11th.  Learn 
what we will be doing throughout 
the year.  Sign -up sheets will be 
available for all our activities as 
well as our new Parent Posse 

group.  Permission forms will also 

be available to be filled out   
 
If you donõt have a student in the 
program we can still use your help.  
We will have volunteer sign -pup at 
the event, so please come see what 
we are up to this year.  
 
We hope to see you all there so we 
can make this year the best EVER!  
 
Stay tuned for our final decision 

on meeting times for the new 
school year.  If you would like to 
be put on the youth groupõs mail-
ing list or e -mail list please con-
tact Bethany.  
 
Bethanyõs contact info: 
Cell # 248 -895 -3993  

bpeerbolte@milfordpc.org  

Kids News  
VBS! Pandamania!  The best 

week of the year was absolutely 

―the best‖!  This ministry to so 

many children, about 150 this 

year, would not be possible with-

out the volunteers who so gener-

ously give their time and talent to 

our kids at VBS.  They are the 

hands and feet of Jesus to the 

kids at VBS, demonstrating  God‘s 

great love for them through His 

son Jesus Christ.  Thanks to the 

following  volunteers: 

 

Mady, Julia & Ben King, Carolyn 

Gatesman, Nora Gilbert, Chris 

Strnad, Judy Cooper, Sophie Phil-

lips, Lesley Williams, Fiona Con-

nolly, Isabella Smith, Sandy Trom-

bley, Kay Felton, Adam & Danielle 

Kleckner, Kelly &  Nathan Feath-

er, Michelle Carrannanto, Olivia 

Overberg, Amber & Dawson Innis, 

Nick Ewald, Nate & Jon Shafto,  

Tom & Marlene Neff, Regan Den-

niston, Seth Sansocie, Karol 

Breen, Dani Leist, Destiney 

Creech, Sophie Wyniemko, Kim-

berly Bowers, Alexis Paolucci, 

Madeline Speck, Lindsay Hender-

son, Jacob Johnson, Leda Flory, 

Melissa Kern & Spencer Keeton. 

   

VBS Donations  Thanks to all 

who donated supplies for VBS 

you make ‗the best week of the 

year‘ possible!   

 

Regular Sunday School classes 

resume on Sunday, September 

11th.  Do you have what is takes 

to teach Sunday School?. . .  

*Be prepared 

*Be calm & flexible 

*Be creative 

*Be ready to build relationships 

*Have Jesus as your main goal 

at all times, to help others grow 

closer to Him 

Look for our volunteer teacher 

sign up in Fellowship Hall and 

join our team!  We use an 

award-winning curriculum, 

―Hands-on Bible curriculum‖ 

from Group Publishing.  This 

material is written for non-

teachers and is very user friend-

ly.  Please pray about giving one 

Sunday a month to our great 

kids! 

 

Becky King, Reporter 

Youth News  

Another Way  

Pregnancy 

Center needs: 

 

Diapers 

Wipes 

New Cribs 

Crib Sheets new or 

gently used 

High Chairs 

New & used 

Strollers/travel sys-

tems 

Nursing Supplies: 

Boppies, Milk storage 

bags, new breast 

pumps 

Pac-N-Play portable 

cribs 

Swings 

 

Updated 8/11 

Volunteer Opportunity 

If you would like to take 

part in this exciting church 

ministry, planning for the 

educational needs for the 

children, youth and adults 

of the church please join 

us on the third Sunday of 

the month after worship in 

the Parlor. 

Kristen Denniston, Elder 

Kathleen Jackson, Elder 

Bethany Peerbolte, Youth 

Director 

Becky King, Director of 

Christian Education 

Fall Kick -Off 
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Community Happenings    Facilities/Finance News 

Update on building repair projects: 

*Flooring in the Promise Land is finished 

*Paint touch up scheduled for completion Aug. 26 

*First set of Main St. doors being refinished should be fin-

ished the week of Aug. 29 

*Emergency Lighting installation by Mark Sacher is ongoing 

*Promise Land Skylight repairs were completed by Bluewater 

Inc., during the week of July 25th 

*Choir loft arch was repaired and repainted by, Advantage 

Painting, on July 21st 

*Jerry Mantela & Dick Taylor installed a new kitchen sink 

faucet 

*Jerry Mantela replaced broken AC unit for Tech Room Au-

gust 15th 

*Committee is planning to have broken and missing tiles on 

kitchen floor repaired 

As reported in our stewardship letter last November, we ex-

pected that by updating our membership rolls to accurately 

reflect actual active membership at MPC would save at least 

$10,000 in per capita costs starting this fiscal year.  The sav-

ings will be closer to $12,000, but they won‘t start until next 

fiscal year, because of the lag time Presbytery uses when 

assessing per capita to member churches.  After exhaustive 

work done by our membership committee and assistance 

from the congregation, the Session, at the November 2010 

meeting, reduced the active rolls from 940 to 702 and adopt-

ed the following definition for active membership. 

*Active membership defined: attends worship at least four 

times per year. 

*Moved to inactive & letter sent if any of these occur: 

1.  Move out of state 

2.  Do not meet active definition 

3.  Information received that member attends another church 

*Moved to inactive and no letter sent: 

1.  By request of member 

2.  No good address on file (although a good faith attempt 

must be made to find member) 

*Exceptions: 

1. Paying per capita or other financial contributions 

2. College student; member of the military 

3. Under age 18 living with parent 

4. Away on mission work  

5. Shut-ins and nursing home residents 

Approved and adopted by session 11/8/2010 

 

Dick Taylor had been working with Sandy Muck to develop a 

monthly reporting structure to be used on an ongoing basis by 

Session.  This structure will facilitate the expected next reduc-

tion in the Active Rolls from 702 to about 420 members who 

meet the above active membership definition 

 

Dick Taylor, Reporter 

Samaritan Counseling Lay Caregiver Series 

Sunday, September 18, 2011 

Understanding & Working with 

Complicated Grief 

 
Dr. Alicia Mindlin will provide information regarding the 

caregiver‘s role in helping assuage complicated grief.  She 

will address the following points: 

*What the caregiver needs to look for in assessing if the 

grieving person needs additional services. 

*What the griever my be experiencing. 

*Ways in which the caregiver can help with support. 

Sunday, September 18 

Nardin Park UMC 

29887 W. Eleven Mile Rd. Farmington Hills, MI 48336 

2:30-4:30pm 

Please register by September 15, call 248-474-4701 for 

more information or see the website: 

Samaritancounselingmichigan.com 

Thanks to many people our ―Everyone Eats‖ program con-

tinues to be successful.  On the first Wednesday of the 

month we go down to the Ecumenical Theological Semi-

nary to prepare and serve lunch to those who are less 

fortunate than we are.  On Wednesday, August 3rd seven 

of us (Dick Nagelkirk, Sally Cline, Marie Webster, Judy Vin-

cent, John Ginther, Pat Born and Mary McFarland) went 

down to the Ecumenical Theological Seminary on Wood-

ward Avenue where we prepared and served about 115 

clients lunch.  Our menu was hot dogs, potato salad, 

beans, grapes and cookies.  Thank you to all who make 

this possible with your generous donations to the soup 

kitchen fund.  Please feel free to join us on the first 

Wednesday of the month.  We meet at church at 8:15am 

and car pool to ETS.   

There is also an opportunity to provide cookies for our 

clients  If you would like to bake 50-100 cookies on any 

month please contact Mary McFarland for further in for-

mation. 248-684-2149 Home or 248-520-7186 Cell 

Soup Kitchen News 



Milford Presbyterian Church exists to continue  

the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ by  

recruiting  disciples for the kingdom of God,  

renewing  disciples in their faith commitment and  

reaching  out in love and compassion.  

238 N. Main Street 

Milford MI 48381-1956 
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Email:kingb@milfordpc.org 
Website: www.Milfordpc.org  
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Time Value 

Homecoming  

SundayñSept. 11  

Our Deacons 

Terry Foster 

Marie Jackson 

Carolyn Gatesman 

Margaret Babineau 

Margaret Davey 

John Murphy 

Mary McFarland 

Judy Kleeves 

Tige Reader 

 

Other Officers 

Brian Schang, Clerk of Session 

Dave Luoma, Treasurer 

Kent Clise, Interim Pastor 

Anne Schaefer, Interim Pastor 

 

  

 

 

Church Officers 
Our Elders 

Class of 2011 

Dick Taylor 

Irene Taylor 

Kristen Denniston 

Yvonne Olmstead 

 

Class of 2012 

Edith Nader 

Kathy Kleckner 

Keith Mounts 

Roger St. John 

 

Class of 2013 

William Braatz 

David Williams 

Mark Sacher 

Kathleen Jackson 

 

Nominating Committee  

Chair, Kathy Kleckner, Vice 
Chair, Bill Braatz, Deacon, Mar-
garet Babineau, Dave Luoma, 
Nellie Corey, Randy Wilcox,  
Judy Cooper, Amy Glinski 


