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Homecoming Sunday is a cure for 

junk food of the soul! 

It is easy for us humans to slip off 

the pathway of health, grace and 

strength.  We order a plateful of self-

congratulations,-it tastes so good! -

with a side-order of pride and resent-

ment.  We imbibe in a bowl of Cajun 

criticisms with bitter biscuits and 

lots of hot-anger gravy.  We wash it 

down with another glass of judgmen-

tal tea, unsweetened of course. 

Some of us just go half-way and eat 

light– just a complacency salad with 

indifferent dressing.  Others of us 

whole hog and stuff ourselves on the 

junk that hurts us and avoid the good 

foods and exercises that can help us.  

We can have moments of guilt.  

Remorse is easier than repentance.  

All the while we drive by Kingdom 

Fitness. 

Our wires get so crossed that we 

love what hurts us and hate what 

might heal us! 

There is good news.  Physically, we 

can join the gym, get on the tread-

mill, ride the exercise bike, take a 

yoga class at church and walk.  We 

can do these things.  We really can.  

We can end our visits to Big Boy 

and McDonald’s and all those yum-

my Sunday buffets (three trips are 

easy) for their “all you can eat fried 

chicken’ and the “all you an eat bar-

b-q” on Wednesdays. 

Now there is some even better spir-

itual good news.  We invite you to 

be a part of Homecoming Sun-

day on September 11.  The center 

piece of this Sunday is Festival 

Worship at 10:00am.  Let’s 

renew our focus on those things 

which help us praise God.  

Homecoming Sunday is the 

perfect time to become spiritual-

ly fit and stronger in our faith-in 

short, to become the kind of 

disciples Jesus calls us to be. 

We can choose healthy “foods” 

of worship, prayer and Bible 

study, and the “exercises” of 

humility and forgiveness, selfless 

service and peace-making and 

Christian conversation and lis-

tening silence.  Join us on Home-

coming Sunday and embrace 

nourishing spiritual entrees in 

favor of the greasy buffets of life 

that bog us down and harden our 

spirits. 

Let’s start exercising spiritual 

health again:  Come work out 

with us on Homecoming Sunday.  

Reunite as a family of faith and 

say a kind word to an old enemy 

and let go of a grudge.  Speak the 

language of hope and faith.  

Leave behind fear and criticism.  

Forgive.  Accept forgiveness. 

The Good Physician has instruct-

ed us to do such things-that is 

Christ’s prescription for uncross-

ing our wires. 

Peace, 

Pastor Schaefer and Clise 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

August 1-5 —Vacation Bible 

School @ MUMC 

 

August 12-14 –Milford 

Memories (Main & Liberty 

Streets CLOSED) 

 

September 11-

Homecoming Sunday 
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The Worship service is about to begin.  It is two 

minutes before ten am.  The ushers are getting 

nervous.  Will everyone find a pew for worship?  

The ―early birds‖ cooperate and move over to 

make room for the late arrivals.  By the time the 

announcements are finished and the Call to Wor-

ship begins everyone has found a place! 

Is it Easter or Christmas Eve? No, it is September 

11, 2011.  This Sunday is the ten year anniversary 

of a great national tragedy.  It is also for our 

Church on the corner in Milford, Homecoming 

Sunday.  It is our first Sunday of unified worship! 

The above picture is the vision that is behind your 

Session‘s official announcement.  In our July stat-

ed meeting the Session voted unanimously to 

unite our congregation in one festival worship 

service at 10:00 am effective September 11, 

2011.  Every elder, with the exception of one yet-

to-be ordained and installed elder favored this 

step after a three month study and review. 

This decision is a part of our Session‘s effort to 

create a new and sustainable church ministry 

going forward.  Sustainability is such a good term 

for what we are doing because of our desire to 

create and to keep our future church ministry in 

balance. 

The Session is figuring out the proper scope of 

church activities, how many programs to sup-

port while maintaining quality, how often 

church volunteers can be asked to serve, how 

many pastors and staff can be supported, and 

what is the right size budget for congregation to 

fulfill our God-given ministry? 

These are some of the issues that come with 

this exciting time known as our interim time.  

Your Session is looking at all of these issues 

and others with an eye of God and the future 

which is in God‘s hands! 

Our 10:00 am festival worship reflects your 

Session‘s desire to reunite stalwarts and regu-

lars with new seekers and meet the other half 

of our church family again for the first time.  We 

envision our family being refreshed by the ener-

gy that emanates when hundreds of believers 

sing, pray and share the Love of Jesus Christ 

together. 

 

Brian S. Schang, Clerk 

For the Milford Session 

A Season to Remember 

The healing service is for a 

special gathering of 3 or 

more gathered in HIS name 

to pray and to ―Let Go and 

Let God help in whatever 

concern we have as chil-

dren of God. . . Be it emo-

tional, stress related, bur-

den relief and so on.  Sick-

ness comes in all forms 

and in today‘s economy.  

Relief and the uplifting of 

spirit is what we try to pro-

vide.  If anointing of healing 

oils and the sign of the 

cross on the forehead is 

wanted, we will provide, 

leaving this parishioner with 

the touch and smell of an-

cient practices using the 

very essences of oils that 

were used in ancient times 

just for healing.  If they do 

not want to be anointed, 

and just pray with us then 

that is all that is needed to 

do.  We end each service by 

holding hands and saying 

the Lord‘s Prayer together 

before we leave.  Hoping 

that this little bit of sacred-

ness goes home with every-

one in peace. 

 

Rita Bennett 

Heath Ministries Cabinet 

 

Prayers & Squares  

Quilt Ministry 

The prayer quilt ministry has been 

very busy cutting squares and creat-

ing prayer quilts from all the fabrics 

our congregation has donated.  We 

have made and given 5 quilts this 

fall.  Please join us the second Fri-

day of each month to create these 

beautiful prayer quilts.  We meet  

from 10am—Noon in the Westmin-

ster room.  

For information or questions con-

tact Sherry Staricha at 248-887-

5792 or Gail Perrin at 248-684-

6646 

Sherry Staricha, Reporte 

Healing 

Service 

Quilt 

Ministry 



 

on the 3rd Tuesday of 

the month each month. 

Come together with other 

stitchers to enjoy creating 

with a fun group of ladies 

of all ages.  Don‘t knit or 

crochet?  Don‘t worry we 

can get you started!  We 

have patterns and ideas 

to stitch for those in need, 

or bring a project you are 

working on.  There will be 

yarn, needles and hooks 

available to use.  Join us 

We will meet in the Westmin-

ster room at church from 6:30 

to 8:00pm.   Questions? Con-

tact Sandi Muirhead at 248-

684-0245 or Becky King at 

248-685-7941. 
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Stitch & Pray       

Please call the church office 

if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

Suzi Haskew  

Kim Seagraves 

Pat Teal 

Tammy Baker 

Ruste Wilke  

Christopher Cooper 

Darlene Grantham 

Aiden Braatz 

Betty Wieczorkowski 

Lee Fisher 

Nick Gordon 

John Murphy 

Paula Turcotte 

Diane Lawrence 

Bonnye Briggs 

Sheri Ruth 

Julie Weber 

Rev. Deb Kerr 

Marie Webster 

Prayer WarriorsPrayer Warriors  
E – Mail Prayer Chain 

After studying healing prayer for 

a short time, our study group 

decided we were being called to 

continue our fellowship and 

study, but weren‘t quite sure 

how.  Prayer Warriors will be at 

your disposal. 

If you are interested in joining our 

prayer chain or have prayer con-

cerns email: shrlymb@aol.com 

Judy Cooper, reporter 

Elaine Robbins 

Pam Nabozny 

Don Hart 

Ginny O‘Brien 

Cienna Ditre 

Frieda DeVergilio 

Chris Ziemba 

Virginia Baker 

Carole Sorenson 

Alana Hoeft 

Helena Kampwerth 

William Ruth 

Joe Macomber 

Bonnie Johnson 

Victoria Cluckey 

Dorothy Anderson 

Andy LaFrance 

John McNeil 

Hans Bishop 

Pat Jones 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Financial Update 
 April—June 2011 Actual April-June 2011 Budget Over/Under(-) Budget 

Income $82.663.74 $84,775.32 -$2,111.58 (-2.5%)   

Expenses $93,234.93 $84,775.32 $8,459.61 (10%) 

Net Income -$10,571.19 0.00 -$10,571.19 

Dave Luoma, Treasurer 

Cleaning for a 

Reason 
If you know any woman cur-

rently undergoing Chemo, 

please pass the work to her 

that there is a cleaning ser-

vice that provides FREE 

housecleaning once a month 

for 4 months while she is in 

treatment.  Sign up at: 

www.cleaningforareason.org 

All she has to do is have her 

doctor fax a note confirming 

the treatment. Cleaning for a 

reason will have a participat-

ing maid service in her zip 

code area arrange for the 

service.  This organization 

serves the entire USA and 

currently has 547 partners. 

Be a blessing to someone 

and pass this information 

along. 

Margaret Davey, reporter 

Service men of our congregation: 

SSG John Adrian 

Major Michael Bogacki 

Lt. Col. J. Wade Foster 

T/Sgt. Matthew Holtan 

T/Sgt. M.A. McClenahan 

Aaron Roose 

AP2 Kevin Warford 

Michael Keith Wilson, Seaman 

Apprentice, US Navy 

Jason Lewis Stevenson 



 

Playin‘ Around Drama Company 

would like to thank the church 

for the use of the Fellowship 

Hall during the week of July 11-

15 for their summer drama 

camp.  Our own Theresa Over-

berg is the director of Playin‘ 

Around Drama Company. 
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Thank You 

Office Hours August     Deacon News     

Church Office Hours  

Monday 9:00-Noon Becky 

Tuesday 9-2 Margaret/Pastors 

Wednesday 9-2 Sandy 

Thursday 9-2 Becky/Sandy 

Friday 9-3 Margaret/Sandy 

Kent Clise, Interim Co-Pastor 

Anne Schaefer, Interim Co-Pastor 

Worship services are televised on Com-

cast cable Saturday and Sundays 

Email contacts: 

kingb@milfordpc.org 

mbabineau@milfordpc.org 

bpeerbolte@milfordpc.org 

kandpclise@sbcglobal.net 

akemgreenlake@aol.com 

Deacon Care Box 

The box is located on the table next to 

the entrance to the Promise Land.  

Please use one of the provided forms 

to let us know of someone who is ill, 

having a baby, is deployed, getting 

married or for any other reason should 

receive a card, call or visit from the 

deacons.   

Greeters 

The Deacons are enjoying greeting all 

of our wonderful members and guests 

before the 10am service.  If you would 

like to assist in greeting once a month 

from 9:30-10am please contact Car-

olyn Gatesman at cdmichigan@aol.com 

or 248-889-8410. 

Cards 

Cards were sent this month from Dea-

con Terry Foster to : 

Barb Crockett 

Tom Fisher 

Helena Kampwerth 

John Murphy 

Bill Lorimer 

Betty Wieczorkowski 

Dorothy Anderson 

Leola Schneider 

Lee Fisher 

Joyce Huey 

Kim Seagraves 

Rick Moore 

Bethany Peerbolte 

 

 

Visa Mastercard 

Discover Card 

Electronic Funds 

Transfer (EFT) 

Your contributions can be 

fulfilled on a monthly basis 

automatically.  MPC 

accepts debit, credit cards 

or bank transfer.  They are 

processed during the last 

week of each month.  

Authorizations are available  

In the church office.  

Chancel Chancel Chancel 
Flower Flower Flower 
ProgramProgramProgram   

Forms are available on Forms are available on 

the website the website 

www.Milfordpc.orgwww.Milfordpc.org  

under ‘Services We under ‘Services We 

Provide’, or in the Provide’, or in the 

church office.church office.  

Wanted/Needed—

Drivers to deliver 

―Meals on Wheels‖ to 

shut-ins.  It would en-

tail approximately 2 

hours, once every 5 

weeks.  Please consid-

er giving of your time 

to help those who are 

shut-in and in need of 

a hot meal once a day.  

If you are interested 

please contact Anne 

Grissim at 248-685-

0658 or Neoma Harris 

at 248-977-5572 

Meals on Wheels 
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Music Notes   

of seats, so if you‘d like to listen come 

around 3:45 and we‘ll find room for you, 

one way or another.‖ 

First Presbyterian Church is located at 

26165 Farmington Road in Farmington 

Hills at the intersection of Farmington and 

Eleven Mile roads.  Ample free parking is 

available on-site, and the entire facility is 

barrier-free and handicap accessible.  

There is no charge for this event.  For more 

information call, 248-474-6170, extension 

208.  

Farmington Sings Hosted by First Pres-

byterian of Farmington 
Summer is frequently a time when local 

church music programs go on vacation.    

But not this year-at least not at First Presby-

terian of Farmington.  Instead, the Perform-

ing Arts Series at the church will host the 

first-ever ―Farmington Sings‖, modeled after 

the popular choral events held each summer 

at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.  

Local singers will gather on Sunday July 31 

to rehearse and sing one of the favorites in 

the classical choral repertoire, the much-

loved Requiem of French composer Gabriel 

Faure. 

―All year long, choirs rehearse and sing to 

honor God or the entertain their audiences,‘  

says Dr. Gerald Custer, music director at the 

church.  ―This time, we‘re going to gather 

simply for the sheer joy of making music 

together.  This event is something like a 

busman‘s holiday for all of us.‖ 

Featured performers for the summer sing 

are Devon Hansen, organist at First Presby-

terian, soprano Paige Wilkinson (who serves 

as conducting interim in the church‘s music 

program), and local bass-baritone Andrew 

Neer.  Wilkinson and Neer will sing the solo 

portions of the work, with Custer conducting 

the assembled choral forces. 

Interested singers will gather at 3:00pm for 

a brief rehearsal, and then sing through the 

work beginning at 4:00.  ―Vocalists who have 

a score of the  Requiem should bring it 

along,‖ says Custer, ―but we‘ll do our best to 

provide music to anyone who doesn‘t have 

one, at least until our own set of copies runs 

out.  After that, we‘ll just share music among 

us.  The bottom line is simple:  if you want to 

come sing, then, then come-and sing!‖ 

Custer hopes this initial event will turn into 

an annual series.  ―No matter where you 

look, te Farmington area is blessed with 

many fine choirs, in our local schools, 

churches, and throughout the wider commu-

nity.  There‘s a wealth of talent right here in 

our own backyard—and lots of wonderful 

music waiting to be sung.  I‘m eager to see 

what we can do with this first installment!‖ 

Those who don‘t want to sing but would still 

like to share the experience are also wel-

come, Custer says.  ―If turnout is good, 

things may be a bit tight,‖ he notes.  ―But 

our sanctuary as First Presbyterian has lots 

MIL FO R D  MESSEN GER  
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Youth OMG!—On a Mission for God!  
 
As we all try to get one more vacation 
in before the school year the August 
meetings will thin out a little bit.  We 
will be meeting during the 10am ser-
vice Sunday the 21st and 28th and on 
Tuesday the 9th and 23rd from 7-8pm. 
 
The parent meeting has been moved 
to the end of August.  We will now 
meet after the 10am service in the 
Westminster room August 28th.  It is 
VERY important for all parents to be 
there so please mark your calendars. 
 
Join us on the lawn in front of Book 
Clinic and get ready for a fun night of 
movies, popcorn and friends.  The 
more the merrier so bring friends and 
neighbors!!!!!!  
The Princess Bride August 27th 9pm 

A huge thank you to everyone who 
donated and helped with the youth’s 
mission trip this year !!!!  The youth 
really enjoy making a difference and 
your help makes it possible for more 
to participate and the event a SUC-
CESS!  
 

Bethany’s contact info: 
Cell # 248-895-3993 
bpeerbolte@milfordpc.org 

Kids News  
VBS! Pandamania!  The best 

week of the year is almost here!  

There will be a morning session 

(9-11:30am) and an evening ses-

sion (6-8:30pm) the week of Au-

gust 1-5 

Preschoolers (ages 4+5) are wel-

come to come to VBS as well as 

elementary aged children.  Middle 

School and High School students 

are needed to be small group 

leaders for our younger children. 

Adult volunteers are needed to be 

station leaders.  Volunteers are 

the hands and feet of Jesus to 

our VBS kids—come join the fun 

at Pandamania!  Volunteer regis-

tration is in Fellowship Hall.   

Morning VBS is full for kids in 

grades 1-5, you are welcome to 

register for our evening program. 

 

VBS Donations  Thanks to all who 

donated supplies for VBS you 

make ‗the best week of the year‘ 

possible!   

Summer Sunday School  Our old 

friends Bob & Larry are back for 

another Summer of ―Veggie-

cational fun‖.  Summer Sunday 

school is a combined class for 

kids ages 3-11.  Bob & Larry and 

their friends star in video clips 

especially prepared for our cur-

riculum, then we move on to 

several hands on fun learning 

centers to explore the lesson of 

the Bible story or the scripture 

itself. This format promotes in-

teraction and fellowship among 

the kids and is easy to facilitate 

for our volunteers.  Summer 

Sunday School runs June 5th 

through September 4th (Labor 

Day Weekend).  If you would like 

to volunteer for Summer Sunday 

School see Becky King or sign 

up in Fellowship Hall. 

Regular Sunday School classes 

resume on Sunday, September 

11th.  Look for our volunteer 

teacher sign up in Fellowship 

Hall and join our team! 

 

Becky King, Reporter 

Youth News  

Another Way  

Pregnancy 

Center needs: 

Diapers—size newborn, 

2, 4 & 5 

Wipes 

Nursing Supplies 

Baby wash/shampoo 

Brush/Comb Sets 

Hooded towels 

Crib Sheets 

Travel Systems 

Boppies 

Lotion/Diaper oint-

ment 

Thermome-

ters/aspirators 

Baby Wash Cloths 

New & Used strollers 

Gift Cards for Gas, Gro-

ceries, Baby Stores 

 

No Maternity clothes 

Sunday School Teacher 

Birthdays! 

August 

16 Marie Jackson 

26 Kristin Connolly 

31 McKaila Sansocie 

Volunteer Opportunity 

If you would like to take 

part in this exciting church 

ministry, planning for the 

educational needs for the 

children, youth and adults 

of the church please join 

us on the third Sunday of 

the month after worship in 

the Parlor. 

Kristen Denniston, Elder 

Kathleen Jackson, Elder 

Bethany Peerbolte, Youth 

Director 

Becky King, Director of 

Christian Education 
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Community Happenings    Facilities News 

Following is an update on the building repair projects: 

*The vinyl simulated wood flooring has been installed 

in the Promise Land classrooms.  The carpet has been 

on back order until the last week in July.  Carpet Clas-

sics followed up with their supplier last week and they 

still expect to ship in the week of July 25th.  Installation 

will probably begin during the first week of August. 

 

*The Main Street entrance door repair and refinished 

project is scheduled to begin by the end of the week of 

July 25th. 

 

*Mark Sacher has begun installing the required new 

emergency lighting and exit signs.  This will be ongoing 

until the end of the summer. 

 

*In the Promise Land skylight replacement project is 

scheduled to start on Monday, July 25th.  It should be 

finished by the end of the week. 

 

*The choir loft arch was repaired and repainted on 

Thursday, July 21st. 

 

*Jerry Mantela and Dick Taylor completed a fire depart-

ment mandated rework of our Promise Land and Chap-

el room air conditioner electrical connections. 

 

Dick Taylor, Reporter 

Community Sharing Outreach Center 

Volunteer Tutors Needed 
 

The Community Sharing Outreach Tutoring Program is in 

need of qualified adults to help at risk students (K thru 

12) and those working toward their GED (high school 

equivalency).  There is a special need for middle and high 

school math and also assistance for Spanish-speaking 

students. 

 

If you are interested, please call Doris Hazen, Director of 

Tutoring, at 248-685-7571 

 

All prospective volunteer tutors must attend a Community 

Sharing volunteer orientation and pass a background 

check.  Please call Community Sharing at 248-889-0347 

for the next orientation date. 

 
Community Sharing 

P.O. box 405 

2029 N. Milford Road 

Highland, MI 48357 

248-889-0347 

Community-sharing.org 

Thanks to many people our ―Everyone Eats‖ program con-

tinues to be successful.  On the first Wednesday of the 

month we go down to the Ecumenical Theological Semi-

nary to prepare and serve lunch to those who are less 

fortunate than we are.  On July 6 Jerry Mantela, his daugh-

ter Dawn and grandson, Ethan, Judy Vincent and her 2 

grandsons, Mattt and John Ginther, Pat Franklin, Sally 

Cline, Dick Nagelkirk and Mary McFarland went to the 

Soup Kitchen to serve hot dogs, corn, potato salad, water-

melon and Oreos.  Thank you to all who make this possi-

ble with your generous donations to the soup kitchen 

fund.  Please feel free to join us on the first Wednesday of 

the month.  We meet at church at 8:15am and car pool to 

ETS.   

There is also an opportunity to provide cookies for our 

clients  If you would like to bake 50-100 cookies on any 

month please contact Mary McFarland for further in for-

mation. 248-684-2149 Home or 248-520-7186 Cell 

Soup Kitchen News 

Walk to End Alzheimer‘s 

The Detroit Zoo, Royal Oak, Michigan 

Saturday, August 27, 2011 

Registration 7:30am 

Walk Begins 8:30am 

Registration is available online at alz.org/gmc — follow 

the Walk to End Alzheimer‘s link.  Register early and 

receive FREE REGISTRATION.  Once registered you will 

receive your Welcome Walker Packet with all the tools to 

have a successful Walk to End Alzheimer‘s fundraising 

experience.  For more information contact Shelly Robert-

son 248-996-1049 or shelly.robertson@alz.org. 
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Time Value 

VBS 

Aug. 1-5 

Our Deacons 

Terry Foster 

Marie Jackson 

Carolyn Gatesman 

Margaret Babineau 

Margaret Davey 

John Murphy 

Mary McFarland 

Judy Kleeves 

Tige Reader 

 

Other Officers 

Brian Schang, Clerk of Session 

Dave Luoma, Treasurer 

Kent Clise, Interim Pastor 

Anne Schaefer, Interim Pastor 

 

  

 

 

Church Officers 
Our Elders 

Class of 2011 

Dick Taylor 

Irene Taylor 

Kristen Denniston 

Yvonne Olmstead 

 

Class of 2012 

Edith Nader 

Kathy Kleckner 

Keith Mounts 

Roger St. John 

 

Class of 2013 

William Braatz 

David Williams 

Mark Sacher 

Kathleen Jackson 

 

Nominating Committee  

Chair, Kathy Kleckner, Vice 
Chair, Bill Braatz, Deacon, Mar-
garet Babineau, Dave Luoma, 
Nellie Corey, Randy Wilcox,  
Judy Cooper, Amy Glinski 


