
At the conclusion of 

the 10 am worship 

service on Sunday, 

December 12th Pas-

tor Harris an-

nounced his plans to 

retire.  Accompanied 

by his wife, Coventry, 

Pastor Harris an-

nounced that he 

would be entering 

retirement.  His final 

day in the pulpit will 

be Mother‘s Day, 

Sunday, May 8th in 

honor of his mother 

who dedicated him 

to the ministry. 

Pastor Harris‘s offi-

cial last day will be 

May 31st. 

Your session will be 

planning a retire-

ment celebration for 

him.  Stay tuned for 

details.  We wish 

Pastor Harris and Cov-

entry all the best in 

this next phase of 

their life together. 
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worship service.  

The purpose of the 

meeting is to vote 

on the dissolution of 

the Pastor‘s call  

prompted by the re-
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Stress is nearly the ‗given‘ of our culture.  

Humans have developed over thousands of 

years to meet stressors from the earliest 

eras such as charging bears or lions.  Most 

of us don‘t meet such stressors in everyday 

life, but our bodies react to keep us safe, to 

fight or flee.  Once the danger has passed, 

our bodies need to turn the ‗danger switch‘ 

off.  While mild stress motivates us to ac-

tion, enhancing learning and perception, 

prolonged or severe stress taxes these 

‗dial-down‘ mechanisms allowing the 

stressed state to persist without diminish-

ment and leading to adverse effects on the 

person. 

For lay caregivers, and indeed for everyone 

on the planet, in order to be a calm, com-

forting, supportive presence to those we 

serve, we need to recognize our own stress 

and reduce it to mild levels.  SCC staff 

counselor, Sharon Hagen, M.A. L.P.C., will 

lead this workshop where participants will 

be invited to survey their own stress levels, 

identify external pressures which trigger 

this stress as well as the internal stressors, 

and explore stress management by a varie-

ty of avenues. 

The workshop will be held: 

Sunday, January 16, 2011 

Nardin Park UMC 

29877 W. Eleven Mile Road 

Farmington Hills, MI 48336 

(on the south side of Eleven Mile just west 

of Middlebelt) 

2:30-4:30pm 

The cost of the workshop is $15 if your 

church does not hold a subscription to the 

Lay Caregiver Series.  Please make checks 

payable to Samaritan Counseling Center.

  

You may call the Samaritan Counseling Center 

office at 248-474-4701 for more information or to 

reserve your spot in the workshop. 

You must register by January 13th is you plan to 

attend. 

 

SCC website: 

www.samaritancounselingmichigan.com 

Email: 

info@samaritancounseling 

Samaritan Counseling—Stress Relief Strategies for Lay Caregivers 

Several volunteers from our 

congregation serve the cli-

ents of the ―Everyone Eats‖ 

program located at the Ecu-

menical Theological Semi-

nary in Detroit the first 

Wednesday of each month.  

Volunteer Mary McFarland 

reports the clients could 

use socks, shoes and 

boots.  These items can be 

new or gently used.  Toilet-

ries are also needed.  This 

program is also the recipi-

ent of our Cupcake ministry 

four times annually at St. 

Valentine‘s Day, Easter, 

Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prayers & Squares  

Quilt Ministry 

The prayer quilt ministry has 

been very busy cutting squares 

and creating prayer quilts from 

all the fabrics our congregation 

has donated.  We have made 

and given 5 quilts this fall.  

Please join us the second Friday 

of each month to create these 

beautiful prayer quilts.  We 

meet  from 10am—Noon in the 

Westminster room.  

For information or questions 

contact Sherry Staricha at 248-

887-5792 or Gail Perrin at 248-

684-6646 

Sherry Staricha, Reporter 

Our wonderful men‘s group 

led by Tom Neff (Chef Neff) 

prepares a scrumptious 

brunch once monthly on Sun-

day morning.  The upcoming 

dates are: 

January 16 

February 20 

March 20 

April 17 

May 15 

Mark your calendar and join 

your church family for some 

fellowship and good food! 

ETS 

“Everyone Eats” 

Quilt 

Ministry 

Sunday 

Brunch  

Church  

Office 

Closed 
 

 

January 17 

(MLK Day) 



 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all of you who 

purchased a beautiful 

Poinsettia to decorate our 

church during the Christ-

mas season.  Also a big 

thanks to Keith Vanden-

bussche for assembling 

the Poinsettia tree and 

placing all those plants so 

carefully.   

 

Thank you to  the ladies of the 

MPW who provided a special 

treat on December 5th for our 

coffee hour—Christmas cook-

ies!  Those thoughtful ladies 

included Lee Vandenbussche, 

Nellie Corey, Amy Glinski, 

Katie Burley, Roberta Ar-

rowsmith and 

Kim Seagraves. 
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Poinsettias      MPW Cookies 

Please call the church office 

if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

Suzi Haskew  

Kim Seagraves 

Pat Teal 

Tammy Baker 

Ruste Wilke  

Christopher Cooper 

Darlene Grantham 

Bob Bennett 

Aiden Braatz 

Bernice Bowers 

Harold Burton 

David Teasel 

Betty Wieczorkowski 

Norm Garrett 

Lee Fisher 

Keith Wilson 

Nick Gordon 

John Murphy 

The Burklund/Carey Families 

Prayer WarriorsPrayer Warriors  
E – Mail Prayer Chain 

After studying healing prayer for 

a short time, our study group 

decided we were being called to 

continue our fellowship and 

study, but weren‘t quite sure 

how.  Prayer Warriors will be at 

your disposal. 

If you are interested in joining our 

prayer chain or have prayer con-

cerns email: shrlymb@aol.com 

Judy Cooper, reporter 

Paula Turcotte 

Joyce Huey 

Diane Lawrence 

Jim Koresky 

Bonnye Briggs 

Sheri Ruth 

Julie Weber 

Clayton Weber 

Rev. Deb Kerr 

Mary Lou Gharrity 

Marie Webster 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Financial Update 
 April—Oct 2010 Actual April-Oct 2010 Budget Over/Under(-) Budget 

Income $202,737.66 $219,566.67 -$16,829.01 (7.7%) 

Expenses $191,532.00 $219,566.67 -$28,034.67 (12.8%) 

Net Income $11,205.66 0.00 $11,205.66 

Dave Luoma, Treasurer 

Cleaning for a 

Reason 
If you know any woman cur-

rently undergoing Chemo, 

please pass the work to her 

that there is a cleaning ser-

vice that provides FREE 

housecleaning once a month 

for 4 months while she is in 

treatment.  Sign up at: 

www.cleaningforareason.org 

All she has to do is have her 

doctor fax a note confirming 

the treatment. Cleaning for a 

reason will have a participat-

ing maid service in her zip 

code area arrange for the 

service.  This organization 

serves the entire USA and 

currently has 547 partners. 

Be a blessing to someone 

and pass this information 

along. 

Margaret Davey, reporter 

Service men of our congregation: 

SSG John Adrian 

Major Michael Bogacki 

Lt. Col. J. Wade Foster 

T/Sgt. Matthew Holtan 

T/Sgt. M.A. McClenahan 

Aaron Roose 

AP2 Kevin Warford 



 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards 

and well wishes during my short 

visit at the hospital.  I am home 

now and thankful for it. 

Love,  

Mary Burley 

********** 

We want to thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts for all the 

prayers and support you have given 

our family over the last several 

months.  Aiden still has a long road 

ahead of him so please continue to 

keep us in your prayers. 

With Love,  

The Braatz Family 

(Aiden is Shirley Braatz‘s great 

nephew) 

********** 

Your kind and thoughtful expres-

sion of sympathy is deeply appreci-

ated and gratefully acknowledged.  

Thank you so much for coming.  

The service was beautiful my 

thanks to you and the kitchen help.  

Lois Mitchell and Family 

. 
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Thank You 

Of Note    Deacon News    

Church Office Hours (1/11) 

Monday 9:15—3 

Tuesday 9-3 

Wednesday 9-3 

Thursday 9:15-3 

Friday 9-3 

Pastor‘s Cell Phone 

248-789-9692 

Worship services are tele-

vised on Comcast cable 

Saturday and Sundays 

Email contacts: 

kingb@milfordpc.org 

mbabineau@milfordpc.org 

harrisrj2@milfordpc.org 

bpeerbolte@milfordpc.org 

Cards were sent to the follow-

ing people by our Deacon Terry 

Foster: 

Bill Lorimer 

Mary Hoffman 

Doris Flynn 

Glen Julian 

Grace Ramsby 

Kim Seagraves 

Lori Mudge 

Suzi Haskew 

Mary Lou Gharrity 

Gene & Barb Crockett 

Tom & Lee Fisher 

The Burklund Family 

John & Coventry Harris 

Julie Weber 

Keith Wilson 

Deb Kerr 

Ann Martin 

Betty Wieczorkowski 

If you wish to have the Dea-

cons send a card to someone 

who is not a member of our 

church please leave the name and 

address in the office and we will be 

pleased to send a note.   Or contact 

Terry Foster directly.  Her email is:  

speedywildcat@gmail.com  

The deacons are continuing to collect 

toiletries for the clients of the 

‘Everyone Eats‘ program.  Please 

place donations in the wooden box 

outside the elevette.  The Deacons 

continue to visit our shut-ins and 

take communion to them monthly.  

Let us know of others wishing com-

munion. 

The Deacons are enjoying greeting 

all of our wonderful members and 

guests before the 10am service.  If 

you would like to assist in greeting 

once a month from 9:30-10am 

please contact Carolyn Gatesman at 

cdmichigan@aol.com or 248-889-

8410. 

Chancel Chancel Chancel 
Flower Flower Flower 
ProgramProgramProgram   

Forms are available on Forms are available on 

the website the website 

www.Milfordpc.orgwww.Milfordpc.org  

under ‘Services We under ‘Services We 

Provide’, or in the Provide’, or in the 

church office.church office.  

Wanted/Needed—

Drivers to deliver 

―Meals on Wheels‖ to 

shut-ins.  It would en-

tail approximately 2 

hours, once every 5 

weeks.  Please consid-

er giving of your time 

to help those who are 

shut-in and in need of 

a hot meal once a day.  

If you are interested 

please contact Anne 

Grissim at 248-685-

0658 or Neoma Harris 

at 248-977-5572 

Meals on Wheels 

Hope Circle 
Bible Study 
2010-2011 

Join the Ladies of 

Hope Circle every 

3rd Thursday start-

ing in September 

and continuing 

through May at 7:00 

pm in the Westmin-

ster Room for Bible 

Study and Fellow-

ship. 

 

 

Reporter Susan Linn 
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Music Notes   

direction of Bethany 

Peerboldt, passed out the 

many flyers that were dis-

played in our area busi-

nesses.  Thank you! 

Our thanks to our volun-

teer usher team who 

passed out program bulle-

tins and seated our 

guests with care. 

To our costume and 

seamstress department, 

under the direction of 

Brook Qualman and Mari-

lyn Burklund - a big thank 

you for making all the 

actors look good.  We ap-

preciate your expertise! 

Thanks to Kristen Dennis-

ton for creating our attrac-

tive cantata bulletins. 

A round of thanks to the 

many who helped us set 

up and tear down, put up 

extra lighting and set up 

extra monitors so that we 

could perform better.   

And last but not least, the 

production team that 

made this year‘s cantata 

a reality - Dean Burklund, 

Bob and Debi Parrett, Jeff 

Drewno, Jerry Mantela, 

Kelli Wooten, Trisha John-

ston, Jessie Stith, and 

Bobby Broquet.  The 

countless number of 

hours donated by this 

extremely talented group 

defies imagination!  Like I 

have said so many times 

to so many people, this is 

a group that all churches 

would love to get a hold 

of.  I am truly humbled and 

honored to have worked 

with this extraordinary team 

and look very much forward 

to collaborating in future 

programs. 

To everyone, thank you, 

thank you, thank you !!!  

May God‘s hope, peace, 

love and joy be with each of 

you as we continue to serve 

Him in 2011. 

 

You‘ve done it again, every-

one!  ―A Baby Changes Every-

one‖ was not only beautiful 

but spiritually enriching. 

Patti Warzecha, Rita Bennett, 

Ryan Denniston, Violet Read-

er, Rachel Jackson, Dave 

Verbrugge, Ken Lang, Regan 

Denniston, Tom Neff, Reese 

and Lynn Smith, Debi Parrett, 

John Staricha, Larry Keef, 

Mike Nave, Judy Vincent, 

Suzanne Jarasz and Joan 

Moore - your acting roles 

were meaningful and from 

the heart.  You were the per-

fect group for the drama por-

tion of our cantata! 

Jeff Drewno, Kathy Lang, 

Kristen Denniston and Isabel-

la Smith - each of your solos 

were marvelous.  You each 

opened your hearts to our 

congregation/guests and I 

know they walked away from 

both performances richer for 

having heard you. 

The Manger Choir, under the 

direction of Kim Ewald, was 

the best ever!  All those extra 

rehearsals really paid off. 

Chancel Choir - music has 

always been part of the rich 

heritage at our beloved 

―church on the corner‖, and 

you continue to make it so.  

You are such a talented 

group.  Your willingness to do 

whatever is necessary to 

make our annual cantata a 

success is much appreciat-

ed! 

MPC Youth Group, under the 

MIL FO R D  MESSEN GER  

Piano Lessons 

 

Our organist Rick 

Moore now teach-

es piano  

lessons 

At Milford Music 

248-889-8200 

For more info. 

Carillon Rings 

Many thanks to our own Bill 

Finley who makes possible 

the musical blessing to our 

community through the caril-

lon.  This Christmas season 

the following songs were 

heard by those in our lovely 

village: 

Angels We Have Heard on 

High 

From Heaven Above 

Come, O‘ Come Emmanuel 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentle-

men 

O Bright Shines the Morning 

Star 

What Child is this? 

O Tannenbaum 

Joy to the World 

Silent Night 

The First Noel 

Away in a Manger 

Christ was Born on Christ-

mas Day 

Deck the Halls 

Good King Wenceslas 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

I Heard the Bells on Christ-

mas Day 

It came upon a Midnight 

Clear 

We Three Kings of Orient Are 

Gesu Bambino 

Good Christian Men Rejoice 

O‘ Come all Ye Faithful 

Blest Christmas Morn 

While Shepherds Watched 

their Flocks 
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Your Youth Group has a new 
name:  Youth OMG!—On a 
Mission for God!  
 
Youth Group meets downstairs 
on the stage every Sunday  
during the 10am service* and 
from 5-6:30pm Sunday night.   
 
* The first Sunday of every 
month the youth stay for the 
service. They are welcome to sit 
with their families or with the 
group in the balcony. 
 

 
Survivor LOCK -IN!!!!!  
Friday, DECEMBER 3rd  

Was so much fun.  We had a 
lot of support and donations 
from businesses in our com-
munity.  Please show them 

our thanks by giving them 
your patronage:  Imagine 
Theater in Novi, Village Piz-
za & BBQ, Lucky Strike in 
Novi, Bling, Buffalo Wild 
Wings, Milford House, Mil-
ford Bakery, Benitoõs Pizza, 
Jimmy Johns and Rio 

Wraps.  
 
Christmas Party!!!  
December 18th   

Thanks so much to Pastor 
Harris and Coventry for 
hosting us.  
 
SPRING HILL!!!!!  
February 11th -13th  

Itõs true!!! We will be going 
to Spring Hill this winter to 

sled, broomball, rock climb, 

swim...there isnõt enough 
space to tell you all the awe-
some stuff we are going to do. 
If you would like to join us 
there is a registration fee of 
$60 due by Sunday, January 

9th.   Please let Bethany know 
if you would like to attend.  

There will be a parent meeting 
January 9th after the 10am 
service to go over what is com-
ing up and how things are 
going with the group.  I hope 
to see everyone there to share 
ideas to help improve this 
ministry.  
 
Bethanyõs contact info: 
Cell # 248 -895 -3993  
bpeerbolte@milfordpc.org  

Kids News  

Sunday, December 19th was 

Cupcake Sunday! 

Our kids frosted and decorated  

1,063 of these sweet treats for 

the clients of the Everyone Eats 

program in Detroit.  Thanks to 

John Finzel for delivering the cup-

cakes on Wednesday morning 

December 22nd.  The next cup-

cake Sunday is February 6th! 

Mark you calendars now! 

 

Kurtz Mitten Tree  Thank you so 

much for your generous dona-

tions to families in need in our 

Huron Valley School District.  You 

gave over 40 gifts to families in 

need at Kurtz Elementary and 

gave generously to a last minute 

request from Heritage Elementary 

for funds for winter boots for 17 

children in need.  Many kids are 

warmer, drier and happier this 

winter because of you.  You are 

the hands and feet of Christ to 

our community.   God had richly 

blessed me by allowing me to 

know you and represent you to 

our community. 

Becky King, Reporter 

Youth News 

January means the 

Wee Bottle cam-

paign to commemo-

rate Sanctity of 

Human Life month  

and to benefit the 

work of Another 

way  Pregnancy Cen-

ter ñThank you for 

giving generously to 

their live -saving 

work ! 

 

Another Way  

Pregnancy 

Center needs: 

Diapers—preemie and 

sizes 1 & 2 

Wipes 

Formula—Enfamil & 

Similac 

Fall and Winter 

Clothes 

Infant up to 2T 
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Nurse’s News     
Visa Mastercard 

Discover Card 

Electronic Funds 

Transfer (EFT) 

Your contributions can be 

fulfilled on a monthly basis 

automatically.  MPC 

accepts debit, credit cards 

or bank transfer.  They are 

processed during the last 

week of each month.  

Authorizations are available  

In the church office.  

This will be my last newsletter 

as I have resigned my position 

as Faith Community Nurse for 

Milford Presbyterian Church 

effective the end of 2010.  

Hopefully, this space will now 

be filled by another nurse with 

new ideas and commitment to 

the position.  I feel blessed 

and grateful to have had the 

opportunity to serve in this 

way for the past 10 years.  It 

has been the most rewarding 

position of my career. 

With the support of Pastor 

Harris, Session, the Health 

Ministries Cabinet and count-

less others, we were able to 

provide health information 

and education, referrals, 

home and hospital visits, 

health screenings and, many 

times just a reassuring pres-

ence in the face of serious 

and confusing health issues. 

It is my hope and prayer that 

the Health Ministry will contin-

ue to grow and thrive.  The 

Prayer Quilt Ministry, the Ser-

vice of Wholeness and Heal-

ing, the Mayday for Mission, 

and the Prayer Warriors are a 

few of the activities that will 

continue to offer hope and 

wholeness to our church fami-

ly and the community.  The 

church universal has a long 

tradition of healing and a per-

son devoted to the healing of 

the body, mind and spirit can 

offer an unique complement 

to the church ministry. 

Even though I leave you physi-

cally for a few months in the 

winter, please know that my 

email and cell phone work 

perfectly in Arizona and Dan 

and I remain part of our 

church family.  As a nurse, I 

continue to welcome and en-

courage your questions and 

queries.  I have always felt 

honored by your trust and 

confidence and will continue 

to listen well and be a safe 

and confidential place where 

burdens may be shared. 

Thank you for an amazing 

opportunity and for your trust 

and support.  My prayer is 

that you continue to grow in 

your faith and knowledge of 

God‘s love and that His rich-

est blessings be yours.  

Gayle Lafferty, Reporter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Bennett Tribute 

To Benny Goodman 

Sunday, January 9th 

At 4pm  

First Presbyterian Church 

Farmington  

26165 Farmington Road 

For more info visit: 

Www.farmington-pres.org 

248-474-6170 ext. 208 
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Happy New 

Year! 

Church Ladies Book 
Club Season V 

 

Church Ladies Book Club 

goes  Hollywood for season 

five.  This season brings a 

change to our past format of 

reading books and discussing 

them at the meetings.  We 

will now be watching faith 

based/inspirational movies 

followed by a light discussion.  

Popcorn and dessert will be 

provided.  

The meetings will be held on 

the first Tuesday  of every 

other month (with some ex-

ceptions) our dates for 

2010/11 are: 

February 1, 2011 

April 5, 2011 

June 7, 2011 

 Please join us from 6:30 pm 

to 8:30 pm in the Westmin-

ster Room at MPC New mem-

bers are always welcome.  

For information contact Su-

san Linn (248) 685-3053 or 

at SLinn465@aol.com. 

Susan Linn, reporter 

Our Deacons 

Terry Foster 

Marie Jackson 

Carolyn Gatesman 

Margaret Babineau* 

Margaret Davey* 

John Murphy* 

Mary McFarland* 

 

Other Officers 

Brian Schang, Clerk of Session 

John Harris, Moderator 

Dave Luoma, Treasurer 

 *after ordination and installa-

tion on January 9th 

 

 

Church Officers 
Our Elders 

Class of 2010 

Dorothy Anderson 

Kelly Holloway 

Jerry Mantela 

Kristen Denniston 

Class of 2011 

Dick Taylor 

Irene Taylor 

Kristen Denniston* 

Class of 2012 

Edith Nader 

Kathy Kleckner 

Keith Mounts 

Roger St. John 

Class of 2013 

William Braatz* 

David Williams* 

Mark Sacher* 

Kathleen Jackson* 

Nominating Committee  

Dave Luoma, Nellie Corey, 
Randy Wilcox,  Judy Cooper, 
Amy Glinski 


